The Stoning of Stephen

A Metaphysical Interpretation of Acts 6: 1-15; 7:1-60

Paraphrase of scripture:  Stephen, one of the first “deacons” of the Jewish/Christian community of Jerusalem, is a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit.   Greek-speaking and born outside of the Holy Land, he was a good spokesperson for fair treatment.  Stephen presented his case that the Jewish community had persecuted and put to death their Messiah, thus crushing their national hopes.   He spoke skillfully and forcefully in debates.   He was arrested on the trumped-up charge of blasphemy and brought before the Sandedrin.   In his defense, Stephen spoke on Jewish history, how they had resisted Moses as their leader and now had rejected Jesus of Nazareth.   He ended by calling the council “stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears.”   This ended in outrage and they dragged him out of the city and stoned him to death.  As he died, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit…Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”

Key Words


Meaning

Stephen


“encircled with a crown,” illuminated intellect

Greek-speaking

universal

Debates


challenging discussions, arguments

Sanhedrin


ruling council; traditional, orthodox ways

Rejection of Messiah

turning away from change, spiritual growth, attainment

Stoned



killed with hard missiles 

Clunky version

The voice of the universal, illuminated intellect speaks boldly and clearly on behalf of the pre-eminent importance of the Christ principle that rules all.    It speaks challengingly, however, debating with arguments and accusation, ultimately enraging the traditional mindset, stuck in their ways (“uncircumcised in heart and ears”) with the charge that it rejected this ultimate value, the Messiah.   In retaliation, the commonplace kills the innovation with hard missiles of contempt.

Refined version

The initial clear understanding of Truth can appear so real that it seems to have already come to pass when, in reality, it has not yet been demonstrated, merely grasped intellectually.   Enthusiasm is natural but claims must be tempered or risk martyrdom in the hands of the orthodox mindset.   

Personal Statement or Affirmation

I am clear in the realization of my Christ nature but discreet in my claims of demonstration.  I do not cast pearls before swine nor do I condemn others for being where they are in consciousness.
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