Day of Pentecost:  Metaphysical Interpretation of 

Acts 2: 1-38

Paraphrase of scripture:  At the Jewish harvest festival, approximately fifty days after Passover, all the twelve apostles (the original 11 plus Matthias) came together in the Upper Room.  A sound from heaven like that of a rush of a violent wind filled the room.   Tongues of fire appeared, one resting on each disciple.    All were filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke in other languages.   A crowd of devout Jews from every nation was in Jerusalem gathered at the sound.   Word from many languages were heard but all understood.   They wondered what it meant, and some felt the apostles were filled with new wine.    Peter stood and spoke about Jesus of Nazareth who had been crucified.  Peter asked them to repent and be baptized in his name, so that their sins would be forgiven, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit received.

Key Words: 

Meaning:               

Twelve disciples
12 Christ powers

Matthias

Given wholly to God 

(implied)

Upper Room
            High state of consciousness

Together

harmony, Oneness

Rush of violent wind:  power of cosmic consciousness; descent of Holy 




Spirit

Tongues of fire
spiritual illumination; initiation

Holy Spirit

God in action; divinity in the world

Other languages
non-ordinary communications or consciousness

Crowd of Jews heard:  traditional mindsets still could understand 

new wine

new realizations of high consciousness

Peter


strong, rock-like faith

Jesus of Nazareth     Christ, the divine principle

Crucified

mortal, ego-consciousness erased

Repent

change ways and thinking

Baptized

initiated by the Holy Spirit

His name

Christ nature

Sins


misidentifications, errors of perception

Forgiven

corrected, realigned with Truth

Gifts of Holy Spirit received:  divine nature revealed and expressed

Clunky version:

In a high state of consciousness, the twelve powers were in harmony and one with God, and received the descent of the Holy Spirit--of cosmic consciousness and illumination.    They began to speak and communicate in non-ordinary ways yet they were understandable to the traditional mindsets.    Our faith leads us in the development of our 12 powers and calls us to realize a new consciousness, to change our ways of thinking and being, to give up our mortal ideas and misidentification with merely material life, and to allow the Grace of the Holy Spirit to flow through us, and to initiate us into our Christ nature.

Refined version:

When we are fully in harmony with God, we experience cosmic consciousness and illumination as a descent of Grace.   We are no longer merely human, but literal expressions of the Christ, and great gifts are given us, and great things can we do.   We are now initiated as true disciples.

Personal Statement or Affirmation:

I am now a disciple of the Christ, illuminated with the full blessings of the Holy Spirit, and I go forth to share my good with all who can receive it.

